200          CORRESPONDENCE OF         [1710

be glad to hear from you, but not about business; by
which, I told him, I guessed he was putting you off about
something you desired.

I would much rather be now in Ireland drinking your
good wine,1 and looking over, while you lost a crown at
penny-ombre. I am weary of the caresses of great men out
of place. The Controller expects every day the Queen's
commands to break his staff.2 He Is the last great house-
hold officer they intend to turn out. My Lord Lieutenant
is yet In, because they cannot agree about his successor.
I am

Your most obedient humble servant,

JON. SWIFT.

LXXXVI. iDraft*~\

SWIFT TO ROBERT HARLEY
A Memorial concerning the first fruits4

IN Ireland, hardly one parish in ten has any glebe, and
the rest very small and scattered, except a very few; and
these have seldom any houses.

1 Compare this passage with Swift's lines quoted above, p. 180, n. 3.

- Sir John Holland was not removed until the following yean
According to Swift (" Prose Works," ii, 23) his retention was due to
Harley's desire to have some Whigs in his Ministry. There certainly
seems no reason to doubt from Holland's antecedents the soundness
of his Whiggism (G. E. C.'s " Complete Baronetage," ii, 74).

3  In the British Museum.  See Preface.

4  During the first few weeks after his arrival in London, Swift's only
companions were those whom he had known in the days of the Whig
administration, and of these none were more frequently with him than
the Whig officials Addison and Steele.  But through his old school-
fellow, Francis Stratford, the merchant whose financial downfall is
related in the Journal to Stella, Swift "became known to  Harley's
favourite henchman the wily Erasmus Lewis, and by the arts of that
"cunning shaver" Swift's political " apostasy" was brought about.   In
seeking the acquaintance of Lewis, Swift's object was to obtain an
introduction to Harley, which was essential for the success of his mis-
sion concerning the first fruits, but Lewis, in consenting to facilitate
his desire, saw what a great opportunity was offered to capture an
invaluable recruit for the Tory party, and with consummate skill, in
conference with Harley, laid the net for his splendid prize.   When onth and learning (" Prose Works/' ii, passim).
